FAQ IN ISPM15

1. What is ISPM15

International Standards For Phytosanitary Measures No. 15 (ISPM 15) is an International
Phytosanitary Measure developed by the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) that
directly addresses the need to treat wood materials of a thickness greater than 6mm, used to ship
products between countries.

2. What is the purpose of ISPM15?
Its main purpose is to prevent the international transport and spread of disease and insects that
could negatively affect plants or ecosystems

3. What products come under ISPM15?
ISPM 15 affects all Wood Packaging Material (WPM) like; pallets, crates, dunnages, etc.
Requiring that they be treated.

4. What products are exempted from ISPM15?
Products exempt from the ISPM 15 are made from alternative material, like paper, plastic or
wood panel products (i.e. OSB, hardboard, and plywood)

5. How do we treat products under ISPM15?
Debarking (DB) and then Heat-Treated(HT) or Fumigated with Methyl Bromide (MB) and
stamped or branded,"” with a mark of compliance; IPPC stamp.
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6.

Which countries under ISPM15?

Although this is only a reference, confirmation with the export authority when exporting to
another country is required. This is a complete list as of July 1, 2010.

Countries and their approximate ISPM 15 Adoption Date: %!
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7.

Argentina: June 2006 / Australia: Sept 2004; Complete Adoption: July 2010

* Bolivia: July 2005 / Brazil: June 2005 / Bulgaria: Jan 2006

Canada: Sept 2005 (US-Canada exemption) / Chile: June 2005 / China: Jan 2006

Colombia: Sept 2005 / Costa Rica: Mar 2006 / Croatia: Jan 2007 / Cuba: Oct 2008

Dominican Republic: July 2006 /

Ecuador: Sept 2005 / Egypt: Oct 2005 /

European Union: Mar 2005
Austria / Belgium / Bulgaria / Cyprus / Czech Republic / Denmark / Estonia /
Finland / France / Germany / Greece / Hungary / Ireland / Italy / Latvia /
Lithuania / Luxembourg / Malta / Netherlands / Poland / Portugal / Romania /
Slovakia / Slovenia / Spain / Sweden / United Kingdom.

Guatemala: Sept 2005

Honduras: Feb 2006

India: Nov 2004 / Indonesia: Sept 2009 / Israel: June 2009

Japan: Apr 2007 / Jordan: Nov 2005

Kenya: Jan 2006

Lebanon: Mar 2006

Malaysia: Jan 2010 / Mexico: Sept 2005

New Zealand: April 2003 / Nicaragua: Feb 2006 / Nigeria: Sept 2004 / Norway: July 2008

Oman: Dec 2006

Paraguay: June 2005 / Peru: Mar 2005 / Philippines: June 2005

Seychelles: Mar 2006 / South Africa: Jan 2005 / South Korea: June 2005 /

Sri Lanka: Mar 2004 / Switzerland: Mar 20057 Syria: April 2006

Thailand: February 2010 / Taiwan: Jan 2009 / Trinidad & Tobago: July 2010 /

Turkey: Jan 2006

United States / Ukraine: Oct 2005

Venezuela: June 2005 / Vietnam: June 2005

What is Phytosanitary Certificate ?

A Phytosanitary Certificate is an official document issued by the plant protection organization of
the exporting country to the plant protection organization of the importing country. It certifies
that the plants or plant products covered by the certificate have been inspected according to
appropriate procedures and are considered to be free from quarantine pests and practically free
from other injurious pests, and that they are considered to conform with the current phytosanitary
regulations of the importing country. The Phytosanitary Certificate facilitates trade but it is not a
trade document.




